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Course Description: Psychology is defined as a science of behavior.  The impact of a 
science of behavior is looked at in detail in Psychology 325. The emphasis is on how 
learning and a science of behavior impact all areas of our modern life.   For example, 
this look at the science impact on the world could include education (including this 
course), individuals in a family, people associated with business, ourself, our 
personal systems of behavior including religion, and all other behaviors. 
 
Below is a list of some topics we will be covering early in this course. Later, once 
some basic materials are covered, and as time permits, some selection of topics will 
be given to the students in this course. This possible selection of topics will be 
discussed later in this class. Additional units will be assigned upon completion of the 
following list. I do not give a full term day-by-day schedule, as I believe it is more 
academically sound to get feedback on how students are learning the material before 
progressing to the next Chapter or section.  Hopefully, many, if not all students are 
coming close to mastering the material before we progress. We will always announce 
in class what the assignment is for next class, so be sure to know what is next before 
you leave class. 
 
1. WHERE IS PSYCHOLOGY/LEARNING/SCIENCE AT IN YOUR LIFE? 
 
We start on day one with two surveys; one survey is about psychology related to the 
general areas of life; the second survey, deals with views of extraordinary claims.  
We will look at these views later in the semester, to see how a semester’s study of 
science, learning, and psychology content has influenced your views or opinions 
about these daily life issues.  Hopefully these surveys allow you to look at where 
psychology is at work in your life. 



 
2.  UNIT ON EDUCATION AND THE COURSE PROCEDURES: 
 
The first  assignments in the course will be on education. I try to build my 
class procedures around what we know about learning.  I summarize these learning 
principles with a memory aid (a mnemonic device) LEARN IT BEST. An early 
assignment in this course is to study and to be tested on the Procedure Manual.  This 
Procedure Manual is set up in sections using the mnemonic LEARN IT BEST. See 
the PROCEDURE MANUAL for all that you want to know about the course 
procedure.  It gives much of the information that a class syllabus gives. The first test 
in the course is on the Procedure Manual. 
 
3. UNIT ON EDUCATION – PRINCIPLES OF LEARNING 
 
 Website article on mnemonic device (LEARN IT BEST). 
 
4. UNIT ON EDUCATION – 
 
We will read an article written by Jack Michael that looks environmentally at college 
teaching. We use a study guide that aids in the learning of this article. The study 
guide is on my website.  We will look at the topic of “intermittent grading” sometime 
later this term. 
 
5. TEXT- 
 
The History of Psychology Unit (see Chapter #1 in text) will be covered later.  After 
the unit on Education we will look at a science of behavior (S.B. units) and Chapter 2 
Science and Psychology. This is a unit on the role of science and its relationship to all 
areas of daily life. 
 
Assignments that follow will be from the 2 sources listed below (i.e., the text and the 
S.B. Unit), website material, and handouts. 
 
Table of Content for Science of Behavior Unit on the Website 
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