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As is true with many terms in the alphabet soup that is aviation, the word ñattitudeò has  

several different definitions. However, the focus of this article will be on attitude as it applies 

to the realm of human factors in aviation safety. 

 

In general, our attitudes are displayed in our viewpoints, behaviors, reactions, perceptions, and 

responses to what is going on around us in every situation. Attitude can be a very powerful 

influential factor that has the ability to ultimately affect our safety and even the safety of  

others. In addition, attitude is often connected directly or at least indirectly to our judgment 

and decision-making. If our attitude is wrong, it may even lead to situations that are  

dangerous.  

 

In recognition of this factors, there are 5 hazardous attitudes that have been identified that can 

affect safety in aviation. These attitudes are as follows (in no particular order):   

                 

¶ Impulsiveness (Do something, anything, NOW!) 

¶ Anti-authority (No one tells me what to do!) 

¶ Resignation (Whatôs the use, I canôt do anything about ité) 
                   
 

 

        (See Attitudes, page 4) 
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 Safety Focus: Hazardous Attitudes         by Michael D. Ferguson 

In late April, the annual Aviation Awards Banquet was attended by almost 65 students, family 

members, friends, faculty, staff, civic leaders, and other guests. Blackberry Ridge Golf Club 

did their usual wonderful job with dinner, service, ambiance, and the overall facilities.  

 

The social mixer at Blackberry Ridge Golf Club started at 5:00 PM, followed by dinner at 6:00 

PM, the awards program at 7:00 PM, and entertainment commenced at 8:00 PM. The banquet 

was a success and a good time was had by those in attendance!  

 

Numerous students were awarded scholarships and other awards and recognition during the 

banquet (see accompanying photographs).  
 
 

                        (see Awards Banquet, page 3) 

 Tara Gonia (right) presents the Sean Paul Gonia  Scholarship to Jason McNally (left photo).  Dr. 

Steve Anderson presents the Kimberly Ritsche Scholarship to Merisa Kendall (right photo). 
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Awards Banquet (continued from page 1) 

Other Awards  
Angeson Abraha won the Robert Ryan Scholarship. 

David Wickman won the Aviation Excellence Award in Aviation Maintenance Management. 

 

Angeson and David were unable to attend the banquet. 

Dr. Steve Anderson (right) presents the Kimberly    Dr. Steve Anderson (right) presents the William  

Ritsche Scholarship to Malisa Yang. Carlson Scholarship to Lisa Wixom.                                             

Dr. Steve Anderson (left) presents the Ken Raiber    Dr. Steve Anderson (right) presents the Aviation 

Scholarship to Paul Borrell.  Excellence Award for Pro Flight to Garrelt Blok. 

Dr. Steve Anderson (right) presents the Aviation 

Excellence Award for Management to Jonas 

Courneya.  

 

New 
Certificates & Ratings 

 
Craig Cance  

SE & ME Commercial  
 

David Ostendorf  
Private, SEL  

 

Can You Guess the 
Professor?  

This aviation professor  is 

an avid history buff and 

participates in Civil War 

reenactments. 

 

Who is it? 

Dr. Steve Anderson (right) presents the Gerald 

Johnson Scholarship to Craig Cance.  

Student/Alumni 
Industry Hirings!  

 
Bryan Sonnkalb  

Pilot �² Mesaba Airlines  
 

Steve Osojnicki  
Pilot �² Mesaba Airlines  

 
Craig Johnson  

Pilot �² Express Jet Airlines  
 

Jason McNally  
UAV Pilot �² Advanced 
Ceramics Research  

 
Kevin Weiss  

Pilot �² Mesaba Airlines  
 

Craig Cance  
CFI�² Wright Aero  

 
Nick Metzen  

Ramp Agent �² Mesaba 
Airlines  


